century from now, will desegregation in Virginia be a forgotten story? If we don't do a better job of saving our records, it could be. Currently, few records of school desegregation in Virginia are publicly available. While many priceless records of the "massive resistance" to the desegregation of Virginia education reside in the special collections of Virginia's colleges, universities, and historical societies, the whereabouts of most of Virginia's crucial records of desegregation are unknown. In 2008, Old Dominion University Libraries formed a statewide organization, Desegregation of Virginia Education (DOVE), to identify, locate, and preserve records that document Virginia's school desegregation process. DOVE members include librarians, archivists, historians, public officials, and private citizens.
During the twentieth century, many states have experienced unique social and cultural histories that bear documentation because they continue to impact today's society. Florida is the home of the Rosewood Massacre, in which over several days in 1923 white citizens attacked and killed black citizens and burned most of Rosewood. In the 1930s, thousands of "Okies" from the Dust Bowl traveled to California and other states seeking economic security. In 1992, the Rodney King riots lasted six days and resulted in fifty-three deaths. The recent fiftieth anniversary of the massive resistance school closings in Virginia has increased public awareness of this important historical era. Imagine yourself as Dr. P. C. Corbin, who in 1947 filed a lawsuit in Virginia federal court with the intent to achieve an improved educational environment for his son. Corbin's son's bus ride to the Negro school was very long and cold. Upon arrival, the school itself was poorly heated and too cold. Several years earlier, a young girl had died of tuberculosis partly due to the inadequate conditions, according to briefs filed. No parent or child should be subject to this experience. To lose documentation of this story is to lose an important part of Virginia's history.
Founded by Sonia Yaco, special collections librarian at Old Dominion University (ODU), and Dr. James Sweeney, associate professor of history at ODU, DOVE had its first exploratory meeting at the Virginia Historical Society on July 
